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fort, etc. These combats and exercises were a means
in which the knight acquired knowledge and experi-
ence.

What were the effects of this strange system on
the mentality of society and man ? Chivalry was,
without doubt, one of the most beautiful and striking
aspects of the Middle Ages, if not the most beautiful.
But it did not only create a society unique in its cus-
toms and organization - embodying a homogeneous and
solidary group of men, it had also, in the minds of men
and of society, deep effects which sometimes rose to
sublime character, and at others sank to the lowest
human passions. Chivalry alleviated much of the
impetuosity of rude societies and improved their
character and inspired them with a strong spirit of
the principles of loyalty, justice and humanity. Indeed
chivalry was the first to shake national egoism. Did
it not bring together, in one field, the knights of
different nations who mixed in public sports, united
by common principles and ties ? But, on the other
hand, chivalry inspired the knights, and particularly
the uneducated with deep despise of peaceful arts and
professions, and a strong feeling of conceit, selfishness
and revolt against institutions and laws, A knight
considered that he had the right of self revenge and
disregarded every law and usage. Perhaps the worst
that chivalry inspired the society of the Middle Ages
was a savage feeling of deep religious fanaticism. We
have seen that the hatred of the enemies of religion
was one of the passages' of the oath taken by the
knight when he joined the ranks of knighthood, and
that the evident religious character was connected
with the formalities of this system. It is a fact that the
Church thought, from the very beginning, to extend
its influence and domination on Christian chivalry